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I. Basis of the report 



1 . This report has been drawn on the basis of {Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation 
under Article 14 are referred to in this report as ' originally filed" and are not annexed to the report since they do not contain amendments.): 

| | the international application as originally filed. 

the description, pages 1-19 s as originally filed, 

pages , filed with the demand, 

pages ] , filed with the letter of 

pages , filed with the letter of 



the claims, 



Nos. 1,3,14,16,18,22,24,30- , as originally filed, 
38,42,43 



^ the drawings, 



Nos. 

Nos. 

Nos. 

Nos. 

sheets/fig 
sheets/fig 
sheets/fig 
sheets/fig 



10,11,45-67 



, as amended under Article 19, 

( filed with the demand, 

filed with the letter of 

filed with the letter of 



27 July 1998 (27.07.1998) 



1-36 



, as originally filed, 
, filed with the demand, 
, filed with the letter of 
, filed with the letter of 



2. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

1 I the description, pages 

U<] the claims, Nos. 2.4-9. 1 2, 1 3,1 5. 1 7. 1 9-2 1 .23.25-29.39-4 1 .44 
I 1 the drawings, sheets/fig 

3 I I This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered 
' — ' to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 

4. Additional observations, if necessary: 
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III. Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 



The questions whether the claimed invention appears to be novel, to involve an inventive step (to be non obvious), or to be 
industrially applicable have not been examined in respect of: 



I 1 the entire international application. 



claims Nos. 



3.10.11.16.18.22.24.30-38 



because: 



3.10,22.24.30-38 



FT7\ the said international application, or the said claims Nos. n . 

LiJ relate to the following subject matter which does not require an international preliminary examination (specify): 

Claims 3 and 10 concern services that a product supplier offers to consumers and the acts that consumers 
perform in regard to these services. Claims 22, 24 and 30 through 38 concern the services that a clock 
manufacturer offers to consumers, and the acts that consumers perform in regard to these services. These 
are methods of commercial business activities. 

In Claim 11, the expression "a method for observing the product creation status recited in Claim 3" is 
unclear. (The subject matter of Claim 3 is "a method for product design creation." Assuming that the 
above expression is supposed to be "the method for product design creation recited in Claim 3," then this 
constitutes commercial business activity.) 

In Claims 16, 18, 22 and 24, the statement "the clock manufacturer receives the design software for a 
clock design requested by a notified consumer to the clock manufacturer using predetermined notification 
means and parts information indicating the constituent elements of a clock" is not clear in the original 
Japanese. Also, the clock manufacturer's receiving design software for the clock design and parts 
information indicating the constituent elements of the clock contradicts the specification. The same 
reason applies to Claims 30 through 38, which cite Claim 24. 



the description, claims or drawings (indicate particular elements below) or said claims Nos. . 
are so unclear that no meaningful opinion could be formed (specify): 



11.16.18.22.24.30-38 



the claims, -or said claims Nos. 



16.18.22.24.30-38 



by the description that no meaningful opinion could be formed. 
| [ no international search report has been established for said claims Nos. . 



are so inadequately supported 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1 . Statement 



Novelty (N) 



Claims 



1,14,42,43,45-67 




Claims 



no \y 



Inventive step (IS) 



Claims 



Claims 



1,14,42,43,45-67 




Industrial applicability (IA) 



Claims 



1,14,42,43,45-67 



YES 



Claims 



NO 



2. Citations and explanations 
Documents cited in the ISR 

Document 1: JP, 8-1 15361, A (Hitachi, Ltd.), 7 May 1996 (07.05.96) (Family: none) 
Document 2: JP, 8-30674, A (Hitachi, Ltd.), 2 February 1996 (02.02.96) (Family: none) 
Document 3: JP, 4-281555, A (Kanebo, Ltd.), 7 October 1992 (07.10.92) (Family: none) 
Document 4: JP, 8-137961, A (Kawasaki Steel Corp.), 31 May 1996 (31.05.96) (family: none) 

Newly cited document 

Document 5: JP, 4-3250, A (Hitachi, Ltd.), 8 January 1992 (08.01.92) (Family: none) 
Explanation 

Claims 1, 14, 42, 43 and 45 through 67 do not appear to contain an inventive step, based on documents 1 
through 3 and 5. In particular, the post-correction and post-change requested specifications described in 
document 5 are the original design of the consumer. 

The restriction to clock design is nothing more than a mere restriction of use. The specific content of 
parts digital information is a matter that accompanies restrictions on use; determining what sort of 
information to employ is nothing more than a matter that can be selected as appropriate depending on the 
use. 

The point of supplying design software and data necessary for operation of that software (parts digital 
information) on a recording medium such as a CD-ROM instead of transmission thereof over a network, 
as well as the point of issuing orders by means of a recording medium such as floppy diskettes are both 
nothing more than the application of well-known means to the field in question. 
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A. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER 

Int. CI 6 G06F17/60, G06F17/50 

According to International Patent Classification (IPC) or to both national classification and IPC 


B. FIELDS SEARCHED 


Minimum documentation searched (classification system followed by classification symbols) 
Int. CI 6 G06F17/60, G06F17/50 


Documentation searched other than minimum documentation to the extent that such documents are included in the fields searched 

Jitsuyo Shinan Koho 1926 - 1996 Jitsuyo Shinan Toroku 
Kokai Jitsuyo Shinan Koho 1971 - 1997 Koho 1996 - 1997 
Toroku Jitsuyo Shinan Koho 19 94 - 19 9 7 


Electronic data base consulted during the international search (name of data base and, where practicable, search terms used) 


C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 


Category* 


Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 


Relevant to claim No. 


Y 


JP, 8-115361, A (Hitachi, Ltd.), 

May 7, 1996 (07. 05. 96) (Family: none) 




1, 2, 14, 
42, 43 


Y 


JP, 8-30674, A (Hitachi, Ltd.), 

February 2, 1996 (02. 02. 96) (Family: none) 


1, 2, 14, 
42, 43 


Y 


JP, 4-281555, A (Kanebo, Ltd.), 

October 7, 1992 (07. 10. 92) (Family: none) 


1, 2, 14, 
42, 43 


X 


JP, 8-137961, A (Kawasaki Steel Corp.), 
May 31, 1996 (31. 05. 96) (Family: none) 


10, 11 


| | Further documents are listed in the continuation of Box C. 


| | See patent family annex. 




* Special categories of cited documents: 

"A" document defining the general state of the art which is not considered 
to be of particular relevance 

"E" earlier document but published on or after the international filing date 

"L" document which may throw doubts on priority claim(s) or which is 

cited to establish the publication date of another citation or other 

special reason (as specified) 

"O" document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or other 
means 

"P" document published prior to the international filing date but later than 
the priority date claimed 


"T" later document published after the international filing date or priority 
date and not in conflict with the application but cited to understand 
the principle or theory underlying the invention 

"X" document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be 
considered novel or cannot be considered to involve an inventive 
step when the document is taken atone 

"Y" document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be 
considered to involve an inventive step when the document is 
combined with one or more other such documents, such combination 
being obvious to a person skilled in the art 

document member of the same patent family 


Date of the actual completion of the international search 
December 2, 1997 (02. 12. 97) 


Date of mailing of the international search report 

December 16, 1997 (16. 12. 97) 


Name and mailing address of the ISA/ 

Japanese Patent Office 

Facsimile No. 


Authorized officer 
Telephone No. 
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Box I Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of Ctem 1 of first sheet) 



This international search report hzs not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons: 

1- [F] Claims Nos.: 3-9, 22-38 

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely: 

Claims 3-9 concern the contents of service that the product supplier offers 
to consumers and the acts that the consumers can perform between these services. 
Claims 22-38 concern the contents of service that the watch maker offers to 
consumers and the acts that the consumers can perform between the services. 
These are methods of commercial business activities. 

Z [x] QaimsNos.: 12, 13, 15-41, 44 

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such 
an extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically: 

In Claim 12, the expression "a program that causes (a computer) to execute a 
stage of manufacturing a product according to the original design information 
that the product supplier has received from a consumer" is not clear. The 
program to cause a computer to manufacture a product (watch) is not based on the 

3. Qjj Claims Nos.: 

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a). 



Box II Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet) 



This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows: 



1. [ | As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all 

searchable claims. 

2. | | As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite 

payment of any additional fee. 

3. [ | As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report 

covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.: 



4. j [ No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is 
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.: 



Remark on Protest | j The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest. 

[ | No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees. 



Form PCT/1SA/210 (continuation of first sheet (1)) (July 1992) 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



International application No. 

PCT/JP97/03625 



Continuation of Box No. I of continuation of first sheet (1) 



specification. 

According to Claims 15 and 44, order information is further recorded in 
the recording medium (CD-ROM) of Claim 14 and 42 cited in each claim. This is 
technically inconsistent in that information is added to a read-only recording 
medium. That the order information is recorded in the recording medium of 
Claims 14 and 42 is not backed up by the specification. 

In Claims 16, 18, 22, 24, 39 and 41, the expression "a clock manufacturer 
accepts the design software for watch design and the parts information on the 
watch constituent parts, both of which the informed consumer has requested from 
the clock maker through a predetermined communication means" is not clear. 
That the clock maker receives the design software for watch design and the parts 
information on watch constituent parts is not consistent with the description 
in the specification. 

In Claim 39, the statement "a program that causes (a computer) to execute 
a stage of manufacturing a watch according to the original design information 
that the clock maker has received from a consumer and of supplying the 
completed watch to the consumer" is not clear. Also, the description in Claim 
41 "a program that causes (a computer) to execute a stage of manufacturing a 
watch according to the original design information recorded in a predetermined 
recording medium that the clock maker has received from a consumer and of 
supplying the completed watch to the consumer" is not clear. The program to 
cause a computer to supply the completed watch to the consumer is not based on 
the specification. 
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CLAIMS 

\ 1 . An article design creating system comprising: 

\ means for providing parts digital 

Vinformation indicating article constituent parts which 
5 can be provided from an article supplier to a consumer 
aivd design software for combining the parts digital 
information through information communication means; 

\ means for receiving article original 

design^ information which was created by the consumer by 
10 combining the parts digital information, using the design 
softwareXand the parts digital information which were 
provided firom the consumer to the article supplier; and 

\ means for producing an article based on 
the originaAdesign information provided from the 
15 consumer to tft£ article supplier. 

2. An article design creating system as claimed in 
claim 1, f urtherSx:omprising means for providing a design 
basic inf ormation^based on the design software from the 
article supplier toN±he consumer. 
20 3. An articleXdesign creating method comprising: 

a process for providing parts digital 
information indicating article constituent parts which 
can be provided from an article supplier to a consumer, 
and design software for conu^-ning the parts digital 
25 information through information communication means; 

a process for receiving article original 
design information which was created by the consumer by 
combining the parts digital inf ornfeation, using the design 
software and the part digital information which were 
30 provided from the consumer to the ar^cle supplier; and 

a process for producing^an article based 
on the original design information provided from the 
consumer to the article supplier. \ 

4. An article design creating method \s claimed in 
35 claim 3, further comprising a process for providing 

design basic information based on the design software 
from the article supplier to the consumer. 



t 
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5. An article design creating method as claimed in 
claim 3, further comprising a process for selecting 
materials of the article constituent parts when the 
consumer creates the article original design information. 
5 6 . An article design creating method as claimed in 

claim 3, further comprising a process for selecting 
additional functions added to the article constituent 
parts when the consumer creates the article original 
design information . 
10 7 . An article design creating method as claimed in 

claim 3, further comprising a process for selecting 
functions provided to the article when the consumer 
creates the article original design information. 

8. An article design creating method as claimed in 
15 claim 3, further comprising a process for checking 

situation of production at the article supplier by the 
consumer who requested production of the article, through 
the information communication means. 

9. An article design creating method as claimed in 
20 claim 8, further comprising a process for acquiring 

situation of production of the article stored in a 
computer of the article supplier by executing access to 
the computer from the consumer . 

10. A checking method for enabling check of 

25 situation of production of the article which was ordered 

by the consumer through the information communication 
network . 

11. An article design creating method as claimed in 
claim 10, further comprising a process for acquiring 

30 situation of production of the article stored in the 

computer of the article supplier by executing access to 
the computer from the consumer. 

12. A computer readable storage medium storing a 
program to execute the following processes which include: 

35 a process for providing parts digital 

information indicating article constituent parts which 
can be provided from an article supplier to a consumer, 
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and design software for combining the parts digital 
information through information communication means; 

a process for receiving an article 
original design information which was created by the 
5 consumer by combining the parts digital information, 
using the design software and the part digital 
information which were provided from the consumer to the 
article supplier; and 

a process for producing an article based 
10 on the original design information provided from the 
consumer to the article supplier. 

13. A computer readable storage medium as claimed 
in claim 12 , further comprising a process for providing a 
design basic information based on the design software 

15 from the article supplier to the consumer. 

14. A computer readable storage medium storing a 
program to execute the following processes which include: 

a process for providing parts digital 
information which indicates article constituent parts for 

20 creating article design to a consumer; 

a process for selecting the parts digital 
information which corresponds to the article design 
desired by the consumer from the parts digital 
information provided by the consumer; and 

25 a process for recording the parts digital 

information selected by the consumer to a predetermined 
storage medium. 

15. A computer readable storage medium further 
recording order information ordered by the consumer. 

30 16. A watch design creating system comprising: 

means for sending creation service for 
watch design information from a clock maker to a consumer 
through an information communication means; 

means for receiving design software for 
35 the watch design and parts digital information indicating 

watch constituent parts, these being requested from the 
consumer to the clock maker through a predetermined 
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communication means; 

means for providing parts digital 
information which can be provided from the clock maker to 
the consumer, and design software for combining the parts 
5 digital information through the information communication 
means ; 

means for receiving watch original design 
information which was created by the consumer by 
combining the parts digital information, using the design 
10 software and the part digital information which were 

provided from the consumer to the watch maker; 

means for accepting production of the 
watch requested from the consumer to the clock maker, 
based on the original design information created by the 
15 consumer; and 

means for producing the watch based on the 
original design information provided from the consumer to 
the clock maker, and providing a completed watch to the 
consumer . 

20 17. A watch design creating system as claimed in 

claim 16, further comprising means for providing the 
design basic information based on the design software 
from the clock maker to the consumer. 

18. A watch design creating system comprising: 
25 means for sending creation service for 

watch design information from a clock maker to a consumer 
through an information communication means; 

means for receiving design software for 
the watch design and parts digital information indicating 
30 watch constituent parts, these being requested from the 
consumer to the clock maker through a predetermined 
communication means; 

means for providing a storage medium for 
storing parts digital information which can be provided 
35 from the clock maker to the consumer, and design software 

for combining the parts digital information; 

means for receiving watch original design 
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information which was created by the consumer by setting 
the storage medium in his own personal computer and by 
combining the parts digital information, using the design 
software stored in the storage medium and the part 
5 digital information which were independently created by 
the consumer himselef; 

means for accepting production of the 
watch requested from the consumer to the clock maker, by 
recording the original design information created by the 

10 consumer into the storage medium and by sending the 
storage medium; and 

means for producing the watch based on the 
original design information which was recorded on the 
predetermined storage medium sent from the consumer to 

15 the clock maker, and providing a completed watch to the 

consumer . 

19. A watch design creating system as claimed in 
claim 16 or 19, wherein the information communication 
means is an information communication network. 
20 20. A watch design creating system as claimed in 

claim 19, wherein the information communication network 
is the internet, 

21. A watch design creating system as claimed in 
claim 16 or 18, further comprising means for combining 

25 the parts digital information which were independently 

created by the consumer when creating the original design 
information . 

22. A watch design creating method comprising: 

a process for sending creation service for 
30 watch design information from a clock maker to a consumer 
through an information communication means; 

a process for receiving design software 
for the watch design and parts digital information 
indicating watch constituent parts, these being requested 
35 from the consumer to the clock maker through a 

predetermined communication means; 

a process for providing the parts digital 
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information which can be provided from the clock maker to 
the consumer, and design software for combining the parts 
digital information through the information communication 
means ; 

5 a process for receiving watch original 

design information which was created by the consumer by 
combining the parts digital information, using the design 
software and the part digital information; 

a process for accepting production of the 
10 watch requested from the consumer to the clock maker, 

based on the original design information created by the 
consumer; and 

a process for producing the watch based on 
the original design information which was received from 
15 the consumer, and providing a completed watch to the 
consumer . 

23. A watch design creating method as claimed in 
claim 22, further comprising a process for providing the 
design basic information based on the design software 

20 from the clock maker to the consumer. 

24. A watch design creating method comprising: 

a process for sending creation service for 
watch design information from a clock maker to a consumer 
through an information communication means; 

2 5 a process for receiving design software 

for the watch design and parts digital information 
indicating watch constituent parts, these being requested 
from the consumer to the clock maker through a 
predetermined communication means; 

30 a process for providing a storage medium 

storing parts digital information which can be provided 
from the clock maker to the consumer, and design software 
for combining the parts digital information through the 
information communication means; 

35 a process for receiving watch original 

design information which was created by the consumer by 
setting the storage medium in his own personal computer 
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and by combining the parts digital information, using the 
design software stored on the storage medium and the part 
digital information which were independently created by 
the consumer himself; 
5 a process for accepting production of the 

watch requested from the consumer to the clock maker, by 
recording the original design information created by the 
consumer on the storage medium and by sending the storage 
medium; and 

10 a process for producing the watch based on 

the original design information which was recorded into 
the predetermined storage medium sent from the consumer 
to the clock maker, and providing a completed watch to 
the consumer . 

15 25. A watch design creating method as claimed in 

claim 22 or 24, further comprising a process for 
combining the parts original information which were 
independently created by the consumer when creating the 
original design information. 

20 26. A watch design creating method as claimed in 

claim 22 or 24, further comprising a process for 
selecting materials of the watch constituent parts by the 
consumer when creating the watch original design 
information. 

25 27. A watch design creating method as claimed in 

claim 22 or 24, further comprising a process for 
selecting additional functions added to the watch 
constituent parts by the consumer when creating the watch 
original design information. 

30 28. A watch design creating method as claimed in 

claim 22 or 24, further comprising a process for 
selecting functions provided to the watch by the consumer 
when creating the watch original design information. 

29. A watch design creating method as claimed in 

35 claim 22 or 24, further comprising a process for checking 
situation of production at the clock maker through the 
information communication network. 
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30. A watch design creating method as claimed in 
claim 22 or 24, further comprising a process for 
confirming color tone designated by the consumer and 
actual color tone in the completed watch in accordance 

5 with confirmation request from the consumer, 

31. A watch design creating method as claimed in 
claim 22 or 24 , further comprising a process for 
displaying in layers, a completed figure, pattern groups 
of watch constituent parts, and designation of parts, on 

10 the screen, when creating the original design information 

by the consumer. 

32. A watch design creating method as claimed in 
claim 31, wherein the watch constituent parts are 
sequentially and selectively displayed on the screen from 

15 large group to small group when the consumer creates the 

original design information. 

33. A watch design creating method as claimed in 
claim 31, wherein an enlarged view of the completed watch 
is displayed on the screen when the consumer creates the 

20 original design information. 

34. A watch design creating method as claimed in 
claim 30, wherein the clock maker receives colors 
designated by the consumer, prints a plurality of colors 
close to the designated colors at the same time, and 

25 provides printed documents for confirmation of the color 
to the consumer. 

35. A watch design creating method as claimed in 
claim 31, wherein a plurality of completed watches are 
displayed on the same screen to be compared with one 

30 another when the consumer creates the original design 
information. 

36. A watch design creating method as claimed in 
claim 22 or 24, wherein at least one message is input to 
a dial-plate on the screen through a keyboard when the 

35 consumer creates the original design information. 

37. A watch design creating method as claimed in 
claim 36, wherein, location, number, length, font and 
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color, of the message are designated on the dial-plate on 
the screen when the consumer creates the original design 
information. 

38. A watch design creating method as claimed in 
5 claim 22 or 24, wherein a plurality of sample patterns 

are displayed on the same display when the consumer 
creates the original design information. 

39. A computer readable storage medium storing a 
program to execute the following processes which include: 

10 a process for sending creation service for 

watch design information from a clock maker to a consumer 

through an information communication means; 

a process for receiving design software 

for the watch design and parts digital information 
15 indicating watch constituent parts, and these being 

requested from the consumer to the clock maker through a 

predetermined communication means; 

a process for providing the parts digital 

information which can be provided from the clock maker to 
20 the consumer, and design software for combining the parts 

digital information through the information communication 

means ; 

a process for receiving a watch original 
design information which was created by the consumer by 
2 5 combining the parts digital information, using the design 

software and the part digital information; 

a process for accepting production of the 
watch requested from the consumer by the clock maker, 
based on the original design information created by the 
30 consumer; and 

a process for producing the watch based on 
the original design information which was received from 
the consumer, and providing a completed watch to the 
consumer. 

35 40. A computer readable storage medium as claimed 

in claim 39, further comprising a process for providing 
the design basic information based on the design software 
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from the clock maker to the consumer. 

41. A computer readable storage medium storing a 
program to execute the following processes which include: 

a process for sending creation service for 
5 watch design information from a clock maker to a consumer 
through information communication means; 

a process for receiving design software 
for the watch design and parts digital information 
indicating watch constituent parts, and these being 
10 requested from the consumer to the clock maker through a 
predetermined communication means; 

a process for providing a storage medium 
storing parts digital information which can be provided 
from the clock maker to the consumer, and design software 
15 for combining the parts digital information; 

a process for receiving a watch original 
design information which was created by the consumer by 
setting the storage medium into his own personal computer 
and by combining the parts digital information, using the 
2 0 design software stored on the storage medium and the part 
digital information which were independently created by 
the consumer himselef; 

a process for accepting production of the 
watch requested from the consumer to the clock maker, by 
25 recording the original design information created by the 
consumer on the storage medium and by sending the storage 
medium; and 

a process for producing the watch based on 
the original design information which were recorded on 
30 the predetermined storage medium sent from the consumer 

to the clock maker, and providing a completed watch to 
the consumer . 

42. A computer readable storage medium storing a 
program to execute the following processes which include: 

35 a process for providing the parts digital 

information which indicates the watch constituent parts 
for creating the watch design to the consumer; 
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a process for selecting the parts digital 
information which corresponds to the watch design desired 
by the consumer from the parts digital information 
provided by the consumer; and 
5 a process for recording the parts digital 

information selected by the consumer onto a predetermined 
storage medium . 

43. A computer readable storage medium as claimed 
in claim 42, wherein, at least, dial-plate information, 

10 hands information, watch case information, color 

information, watch band information, buckle information, 
time indicator information, and message information, are 
recorded as the parts digital information. 

44. A computer readable storage medium as claimed 
15 in claim 42, wherein, an order information f<?r ordering 

from the consumer is recorded as the parts digital 
information . 
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